
 

Newsletter for March 2014 

How it all began… 
We are often asked how and why did Run for the Fallen 

Rhode Island get created.  Well, it all began when I 

moved from San Diego, California to Washington, DC 

for work in the late summer of 2013.  I grew up in 

Portsmouth, RI and was extremely ecstatic to get back to 

the East Coast.  Within weeks of being back to my old 

stomping grounds, I realized that quite a few of my 

friends from college resided in the District of Columbia 

area.  On my very 

first day in my new 

job, I ran in to a 

fellow college 

alumnus whom I 

hadn’t seen in close 

to 13 years.  He was 

excited to tell me 

about a non-profit he started called The Summit Project, 

which is a living memorial commemorating Maine’s 

heroes. Family members choose a stone that symbolizes 

their fallen son or daughter and then volunteers take 

ownership of the stone and carry them on a climb up Mt. 

Katahdin.  I became intrigued and starting thinking more 

about our veterans.  This same associate also told me 

about a run that honors all service members with ties to 

Maine who died since September 11, 2001 called Run 

for the Fallen Maine (RFTF ME).  I made the trek to 

Maine and participated in the event, which was by far 

one of the greatest experiences for me.  During the run 

there were memorial posters honoring all of the service 

men and women who met the criteria to be considered a 

fallen hero.  It was so incredible and each of us who were 

participants felt that we were a part of something bigger 

than ourselves.  At the conclusion of RFTF ME, I met 

other runners who were planning to participate in other 

Run for the Fallen events throughout New England.  I 

immediately signed up for Run for the Fallen New 

Hampshire (RFTF NH).  In both events, the Gold Star 

Family members were so appreciative of our support to 

them and their heroes.  At the end of both races, I 

contacted the representatives of the runs to thank them 

for organizing their events.  For RFTF ME, it was John 

Mixon and Steve Moland, and for RFTF NH, it was 

Julie Hurrie.  

Later on in the summer, I ran into another friend whom 

I’ve known for almost 18 years.  She invited me to 

participate in run to honor a college classmate who was  

 

killed in Iraq.  During the planning of the run, I became 

very close with the family.  I was amazed to realize that 

the family members only wanted to know that my friend 

was not forgotten and that she did not die in vain. 

After running marathons and races for personal 

gratification, I found a new reason to run.  Inspired and 

overcome by a sense of honor and duty, I wanted to find 

out if Rhode Island had an event to honor our fallen.  

During my research, I realized that there are individual 

runs, bikes, walks, and, even, golf tournaments, to 

recognize our heroes; however, we did not have a 

consolidated event for those who have an affiliation to 

Rhode Island.  I 

got in touch with 

my contacts that I 

knew from RFTF 

ME and RFTF 

NH to let me 

know that I was 

interested in 

possibly starting 

one for RI.  Both organizations went above and beyond 

to provide me insight and direction on how to proceed.  I 

cannot express enough how appreciative I was of their 

time and support. 

So, in October 2013, Run for the Fallen Rhode Island 

was created for the sole purpose of honoring the 

memories of our fallen heroes from our great state who 

have died since September 11, 2001.  It is a small way to 

show the families of the men and women who died that 

we will never forget the sacrifice of their family member 

who ensured our freedoms remain protected. 
 

Where we are now… 
Prior to our organization getting off the ground and 

becoming a Rhode Island non-profit, I started my search 

for volunteers who would be interested in being a part of 

this endeavor.  I didn’t have to look very far, as my 

mother, Claudette Wallace-Boahin, quickly joined our 

team.  Through her, we found Karen McNeilly, who is 

our Market Manager, and Mitch Turner, who is our 

Treasurer.  Together, all of us make up the Board. 

Our first, of what will be annual events, is scheduled for 

September 27, 2014 at Colt State Park in Bristol, Rhode 

Island.  We will have families of the fallen present at the 

run in order for us to appropriately honor the legacy of 

their family member. 

 

Run for the Fallen Rhode Island 
…remembering the sacrifices of our fallen heroes 

 
 



Run for the Fallen Rhode Island is a 501(c)(3) tax-

exempt non-profit organization (EIN 46-3988893).  

This is where we are headed… 
The support and response to Run for the Fallen Rhode 

Island has been amazing.  As of this printing, we have 8 

Gold Star Family members, almost 100 runners/walkers, 

and 8 volunteers who will participate in our event.  We 

have several Gold Star Family members who want to 

help with getting the word out. 

We have teamed up with Rhode Island native Lisa 

Parsons and New Hampshire native Sue Peterson who 

will create official apparel for Run for the Fallen Rhode 

Island participants and Gold Star Families. 

Additionally, we are going to start actively campaigning 

to get more sponsors since our event is free to all 

participants and 100% of our proceeds are used for the 

execution of the event.  We have our first Platinum Level 

Sponsor, a Portsmouth, RI native and New York Best 

Selling Author, Marie Force. 

We would like to thank everyone who has supported us, 

thus far.  We are so grateful to have the opportunity to 

ensure that RI’s heroes are never forgotten. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Micaela Golding 

President/Founder/Chairman 

Run for the Fallen Rhode Island 

P.O. Box 1076 

Portsmouth, RI 02871 

(401) 829 -2413 
mail@runforfallenri.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Fallen Heroes for January-March 2014 

 

 
Army Sergeant Dennis J. Flanagan: 

http://wp.me/P41cMw-9u 

Fallen: January 20, 2006 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Captain Matthew J. August:  

http://wp.me/P41cMw-3D 

Fallen: January 27, 2004 

 

 
Army Sergeant First Class Curtis Mancini 

http://wp.me/P41cMw-9V 

Fallen: January 29, 2004 

 

 
Marine Private First Class Kyle J. Coutu 

http://wp.me/P41cMw-3T 

Fallen: February 18, 2010 

Key Website Links: 

Donate: 

http://wp.me/P41cMw-6 

 

Sponsor Our Event: 

http://wp.me/P41cMw-bL 

 

Event Info: 

http://wp.me/P41cMw-1q 

 

Online Shop: 

http://wp.me/P41cMw-5 

It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men who died. Rather we should thank God that such men lived. 
General George S. Patton in Boston Massachusetts (7 June 1945) 
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Air Force Master Sergeant David L. Poirier 

http://wp.me/P41cMw-eW 

Fallen: February 28, 2014 

 

 
Army Sergeant Dennis P. Weichel Jr. 

http://wp.me/P41cMw-4h 

Fallen: March 22, 2012 

 

 
Coast Guard Petty Off. 3rd Class Ronald Gill Jr. 

http://wp.me/P41cMw-aJ 

Fallen: March 25, 2007 

 

 
Navy Lieut. Junior Grade Francis L. Toner IV 

http://wp.me/P41cMw-4f 

Fallen: March 27, 2009 

 

 
Army Specialist Dennis C. Poulin 

http://wp.me/P41cMw-45 

Fallen: March 31, 2011 

 

 
Army Master Sergeant Richard L. Ferguson 

http://wp.me/P41cMw-a6 

Fallen: March 30, 2004 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men who died. Rather we should thank God that such men lived. 
General George S. Patton in Boston Massachusetts (7 June 1945) 
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